INDEPENDENT CONTRACT
LINGUIST

Having knowledge of foreign languages and cultures is a significant asset to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Linguists provide valuable intelligence about criminal and

terrorist activity that could potentially damage national security and risk American lives.
Their unique talent also helps to identify and prevent foreign counterintelligence threats,
cases of corruption, espionage, cybercrime, human trafficking, and other offenses.

An Inside Look

The FBI has independent contract linguist analysts. In fact, most language analysts began
opportunities in 56 field offices across the United serving the FBI as independent contract linguists.
States; however, they are NOT FBI employees, but

self-employed individuals who provide service to

the FBI. The FBI also allows independent contract

linguists to apply to become full-time language



FOREIGN LANGUAGE
TEST BATTERY

The FBI's Foreign Language Test
Battery consists of two phases.

Phase |

Listening comprehension — Hear foreign
language conversations and answer multiple-
choice or short-answer questions in English.
For some languages, you may be asked to write
a summary of the conversation in English.

Reading comprehension — Answer multiple-
choice questions in English about the content
of short passages written in the foreign
language.

Translation — Translate short passages of
increasing difficulty from the foreign language
fully and faithfully into English, communicating
everything in the original passage. The test is
scored for accuracy of content and quality of
expression.

English writing — Required if a translation
exam is unavailable; involves writing an essay
on a given topic. For both translations and
compositions, you are allowed to use a non-
electronic dictionary.

Phase Il

Speaking — After passing the written tests,
you will take speaking tests in the foreign
language and English. These tests consist of a
structured conversation conducted via phone
with native speakers of the test language.

More than Words

Independent contract linguists play significant roles
at the FBI where they will be called on to:

+ Translate written or audio materials, normally
from a foreign language into English.

+ Interpret during interviews or visits from foreign
dignitaries.

+ Provide cultural expertise in support of various
investigations.

« Testify in court about translations produced.

+ Assist special agents with various types of
interviews.

+ Work at a field office location but may be asked
to travel to other field offices or legal attachés to
support cases.

Language Proficiency
Required

Successful candidates must exhibit proficiency

in English and their foreign language, as well as
the ability to translate. Language proficiency and
translation ability are demonstrated by qualifying
scores on the FBI's Foreign Language Test Battery.
The FBI looks for candidates with various skill
levels to support its language mission. The test
battery assesses those skills according to the
Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) scale
(www.govtilr.org).


http://www.govtilr.org
http://www.govtilr.org

SERVING THE FBI IS ALL ABOUT DEDICATION

There are specific eligibility requirements to join the FBI. Those who
complete the process become part of a dedicated team that keeps our

country safe.

Eligibility Requirements

+ Be a U.S. citizen—if you have dual citizenship, it's not a
requirement that you renounce your foreign citizenship,
but you must be willing to renounce it if asked

+ Have lived in the United States for three of the last
five years, unless employed outside the country by the
federal government as a federal employee

+ Be at least 18 years old
+ Have qualifying scores on the Language Test Battery

+ Be able to obtain a Top Secret Clearance—this
requires successfully completing a polygraph and
comprehensive FBI background investigation

+ Be available to provide services onsite at least 20
hours a week and perform work as mutually agreed
upon with the local FBI field office

+ Be in compliance with the FBI Employment Drug Policy

Applicant Process
1> Inform & Apply

Visit FBIJobs.gov to view opportunities
and the Language Talent Network.

o Testing

If selected, you will be contacted to
complete the FBI's required Foreign
Language Test Battery.
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Automatic Disqualifiers

+ Non U.S. citizenship
+ Conviction of a felony

+ Violation of the FBI Employment Drug Policy,
failure of an FBl-administered drug test, or drug
use while holding a clearance

+ Default on a student loan issued by the U.S.
government

+ Failure to register with the Selective Service
System (males only)

+ Knowingly or willfully engaged in acts or
activities designed to overthrow the U.S.
government by force

+ Failure to pay court-ordered child support

+ Failure to file income tax returns

3» Background Investigation

If qualifying test scores are obtained, undergo
drug testing, a polygraph, and a full scope FBI
background investigation.

4 Basic Ordering Agreement (BOA)
& Work Order

If favorably adjudicated, you may be issued a
BOA and work order to provide service to the FBI.

The FBI is an equal opportunity employer.
Last revised August 2023.



http://www.FBIJobs.gov
https://fbijobs.gov
https://twitter.com/FBIJobs

https://www.facebook.com/FBIJOBS/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/fbi

https://www.youtube.com/fbi

https://www.instagram.com/fbijobs

https://fbijobs.gov
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